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THOMAS J. VILSACK, GOVERNOR
IOWA CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION
SALLY J. PEDERSON, LT. GOVERNOR
Ralph Rosenberg

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Commissioners’ Meeting

July 8, 2004, 2004 3:00 – 5:00 PM

Grimes Office Building, 1st Floor, North Conference Room

400 East 14th Street, Des Moines, Iowa

Call to Order

Commissioner Leshtz called the meeting to order.

Roll Call

Present were Commissioners Alicia Claypool, Rick Morain, Dihn VanLo, Connie Gronstal, and David Leshtz. Also present were Executive Director Ralph Rosenberg, Business Manager Ron Pothast, and Executive Secretary Araceli Goode.

Recognition of Public and Press

Press individuals were not present.

Chair David Leshtz and Commissioners welcomed Commissioners and the Executive Director Floyd Jones of the Des Moines Human Rights Commission. Mr. Jones stated was pleased with the working relationship and wished to continue this relationship with the Iowa Civil Rights Commission. Due to budget cuts, he has lost three investigators, which means greater demand for our State resources.

The Des Moines Human Rights Commission then left to continue their Commission meeting.

Jim Chrisinger spoke before the Commissioners regarding the Governor’s new budget proposal which would be used for state agencies FY06 request for funding.

Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Alicia Claypool made the motion and Commissioner Rick Morain seconded the motion to approve the May 13, 2004 Commissioners’ Meeting with the following corrections : Page 1 Commissioners’ Report – third sentence – (Plans are in place for the Task Force to provide training to the Department of Education,...) Motion passed unanimously. 

Commissioners’ Report and Sub-Committee Reports

Commissioner Alicia Claypool – Reported on the Bullying Statement and changes to the statement. Also attended the School Administration in Iowa meeting last month to ask them to endorse the Bullying statement. Stated she met with the Lt. Governor who is to send a letter to the Superintendents and school boards regarding Bullying.


The GLBT Task Force has been invited to conduct training at the Iowa Youth Collaborative in the Fall.

Commissioner Gronstal – Talked about the bullying victim who later committed suicide.

Commissioner Leshtz – Praised the Cedar Rapids Commission for a great job with the Blues Festival civil rights booth and the brochure they printed. Also stated the African-American Historical Museum was a great place to visit.

Commissioner Morain – No report, but discussed mandatory reporting on bullying issue by teachers.

Executive Director’s Report

Executive Director Rosenberg attached.

Legislative Update

No report

New Business

Burlington City Council is seeking support letters in their efforts for having city ordinance that includes Sexual Orientation. Discussed the Granger firefighter/female volunteer case and agreed Commissioners may give statements to newspapers as Commissioners of the Iowa Civil Rights Commission.

Old Business

No old business.

Next Meeting Date

Next meeting date confirmed for September 9, 2004 at 3:00-5:00. 

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM

Minutes submitted by Araceli Goode, Executive Secretary
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Ralph Rosenberg


Executive Director
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