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Fields of opportunities




THOMAS J. VILSACK, GOVERNOR
IOWA CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION
SALLY J. PEDERSON, LT. GOVERNOR
RALPH ROSENBERG

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
March 9, 2006 Commission meeting: ICRC offices   --Draft  Minutes

I. Call to order by Chair Claypool

II. Roll Call—   Present all;  Rick Morain; Connie Gronstal; Dinh VanLo; Tim Tutt; Alicia Claypool (Nancy Witt; David Leshtz  by phone)

III. Approval of January Minutes January minutes corrected and approved as amended—insertion-- Connie’s attendance

IV. No Press Present (save for Mr. Morain)

V. Commissioners’ Reports   

· Connie Gronstal—announced new Latino Centro chapter in CB (Connie is also on the board) and opening of New Iowa Center, Gilda Bettis—Director 

· David Leshtz  --spoke before the 2/9 meeting of Johnson County Supervisors and has been active in the County moving towards being the first in Iowa to have a SO ordinance; also spoke at a LULAC meeting in Davenport

· Dinh VanLo—participation in Des Moines Human Rights meetings and ICN

· Tim Tutt—participation in lobby day and ICN

· Alicia Claypool—spoke at memorial of Coretta Scott King and read IGOV/LGOV statements; participation and planning of League meeting; attended ICRC/Dm hearing 1/12, ICN meeting and ICRC lobby day; attended Equality Lobbying Day; wrote letters to legislators; attended and staffed I’ll Make Me a World (with David L) and LGBT conference and attended Black History function;

· Nancy Witt—press conference on assistive technology; had DM Register letter to editor printed 1/30/06 re: capital accessibility problems.
VI. Review of legislative breakfast and training of local agencies (Feb. 23)

· Commissioners asked to be provided copies of handouts (RR so emailed later on 3- 9---if any of you have not received the materials by e-mail, let Ralph know))

VII. Executive Director’s Report— 

· Budget and legislative prospects [anti-bullying bill still alive; Ralph to email legislative background pieces for Commissioners to use in contacting legislators about increased funding for ICRC—again let Ralph know if you have not received.

· Administrative rules status—to be published on March 19; legislative hearing to be held before Administrative Rules Review Committee

· Submitted VISTA grant for FT person; decision expected soon.  Also applying for DOJ grant.

VIII. June Council Bluffs hearing—updates—waiting on details on time and place; Alicia has been in contact with Council Bluff’s city attorney-Dick Wade-on pr & outreach strategies
IX. New Business— 

· Don Grove discussion on possible screening roles for Commissioners—Don distributed material and will email same; if Commissioners are interested, cases will be provided

X. Next Meeting Dates and Locations –No May meeting.  Next meeting June 8 in Council Bluffs; time and place TBD; future meeting—invite  2 new directors of Human Rights Commissions on African-Americans and Latino-Americans.
XI. Adjournment
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