Draft Minutes:, August ICRC Commission meeting-- August 16, 2006;  
Location:  Dept. of  Education ‘board room’

In attendance: Dinh VanLo, Alicia Claypool, Nancy Witt,  David Leshtz,  Tim Tutt;  Guests and  media

June minutes --David moved; Dinh seconded to approve the minutes.
I. Immigration testimony. (The Commission had invited speakers on immigration issues) 
Introduction by Chairperson Claypool

A. Notes on testimony by Lori Chesser—immigration is federal law—various options to gain documented status
1. join family/spouse
2. refugee or asylum (we do help re-settle in Iowa) 50,000 people
3. employment sponsored categories—unique jobs; jobs that require training; 

4. temporary sponsorhips—very limited—visa H1V (ran out in 45 days for whole year)

5. seasonal agricultural worker; other temporary –only 65,000 nationally and run out.

6. permanent visas for Iowa  (but it takes years to get).

7. Sponsoring of parents::  must be 21 to sponsor parents

Other comments by Ms. Chesser

· Employers are getting scapegoated—they can still get unauthorized workers, because of false documentation 

· Suggested role for Commission:  Lend a voice to pending legislation

· Separate terrorism from immigration—documentation will help balance these issues
· State ID alternative? 

1. Driver’s license (required by federal) –must be checked for immigration status

2. Major problem:  without license, can’t get insurance

B. Sandra Sanchez

1. 500 proposals  in state legislatures across the country
2. positive signs in Iowa-

i. AFSC Immigration Rights Project

ii. Welcome centers for New Iowans

iii. Greater DM Partnership includes recommendation for immigration reform
iv. Human Trafficking law—only positive one in US

3. national statistics—1 in 2 new workers are immigrants; 90% of new job growth between 96 and 2000 due to immigrants

4. Example of mother with school aged child 

i. Around May —day without immigrants; biology teacher made comments by middle school teacher—why she does not like illegals

ii. Teacher says she is entitled to her opinion and that comments may have been taken out of context.

iii. Lack of action by school—mom was willing to go to media

5. Do we grow faster together? Or grow slowly apart? 
i. Business relied in past on native born—no more

ii. Shortage  of employees
iii. Who most likely to learn new skills necessary for new economy?

iv. Young people  or Older Iowans

6. DM police dept opposed to federal intervention (and mandatory cooperation with ICE)  because interferes with community policing

7. What’s best in Iowa?  -better informed ; consult experts; legislation has price tags; reach out to immigrants; 

i. cost effective—econ, social 
ii. foster opt, justice, equality

iii. increase our workload

iv. cost more to taxpayers

8. How can we criticize other countries, when our country has its own problems—but happy to see Iowans have not lost our humanity; we use common sense to find common solutions;

9. Iowa is my hope for our country; Iowa should be leaders. 

C. Kirk Martin
1. How utilities establish identity 

2. Consular ID 
D. Emily Mize—IWD

1. employment based discrimination –pilot employment verification program—on line system to verify SS number

2. Takes 3 to 5 days to hear back from Immigration; must complete hiring and training prior to finding out status.
3. Employers reluctant to hire people because they have to put in this extra levels of paperwork 

E. Armando Villareal

1. immigration has created an industry of fraud

2. People making money off of fraudulent documents

3. law enforcement issues –ICE requests local enforcement to do legwork
i. federal efforts create new tensions, from local snitches to breaking of relationships 

ii. working families 

4. Immigrants doing stuff Americans have forgotten to do—such as protest

5. Role of Commission:  you need to help us—to document abuses 
6. Example of dry waller, who is undocumented —when hurt, went to emergency room; --thus Iowans subsidize workers’ comp and insurance

F. Carlos Rios
1. HR 4437—anyone who helps undocumented would be criminal

i. Example –Metro drivers, or ICRC would become criminals

ii. Farmers could become criminals 

iii. Fire fighters could become criminals, if they help undocumented

G. Questions/dialogue from commissioners
1. Nancy Witt regarding missing school during Day without immigrants

2. How better to interact with ICRC 

3. David Leshtz-re: August 15 hearing in Moline, Illinois

4. Nancy--Example of child dying while being transported to Iowa City
5. Dinh—impact of 9/11? Sandra answered that progress stopped, may have gone 20 years past

II.    Commisioner reports

1. Tim Tutt—volunteer at state fair; 

2. Nancy Witt—helping Alicia and Brad Clark, plan Gov. forum on civil rights;  working on a case; working on diversity of sponsors for forum; 

3. David Leshtz—Moline meeting (Ill-Iowa immigration coalition—LULAC, media, Sen. Bolkcom; labor, students; 

4. Alicia—work on service/companion animals issue;  work with Grinnell and Ft. Dodge on adding SO ordinance; work on Voting Rights re-authorization; Gubenatorial forum; KC conference on fair housing; letter of support for Alma of  Garden of Eden Educational Center; state fair booth; briefing on civil rights at candidate’ request
Other Business

· Auditor’s reports

· Questions on pre-filing legislation 
· November next meeting---11-9th –though may change to accommodate Commissioner schedules
