ICRC January  , 2005 Commission Minutes 

I. Called to order—at 4:15--- In attendance:  Commissioners David Leshtz; Alicia Claypool;  Dinh Van Lo;  and Tim Tutt; staff:   Ralph Rosenberg --Guests from Ames Human Rights Commission: Sheila Lundt—Ames City Manager’s office; David Cornell; Sue Ellen Tuttle; Mary Jo Mattila

II. Iowa Civil Rights Commission ---Approval of November minutes:  Dinh moved; Tim seconded ;  approved  

III. Commissioners’ Reports and Subcommittee Reports

Commissioner Alicia Claypool – West Des Moines—attended bullying and harassment conference; organized Feb.7 meeting of central Iowa local commissions and ICRC with Polk County legislators; 

Commissioner Connie Gronstal – Council Bluffs—absent. 

Commissioner David Leshtz – Iowa City— attended bullying and harassment conference; participated in a week’s worth of MLK events in Iowa City; David is also participating on Healthy Iowans 2010 Mid-course Review and is identified as an ICRC commissioner.  Noted that the Illinois House of Representatives passed a gay rights bill that is expected to be signed by the governor.

Commissioner Rick Morain – Jefferson—absent 

Commissioner Timothy Tutt – Des Moines – our famous journalist, discussed his Des Moines Register column—commented that growing up in Ky, in  1968, the way of life was the same as under Jim Crow, but the signs were taken down. 

Commissioner Dinh VanLo – Des Moines—discussed lunar New Year; discussed upcoming Natl. Asso. Commission of Asian American meeting in Seattle—which he will be attending; also reported anti Asian vandalism in DM 

Commissioner Maria Waterman – Pleasant Valley—absent

IV. Executive Director’s Report—discussed budget crisis,  work with the Secy of State’s office on the 40th celebration of the Voting Rights Act; update on possible celebration of ICRC’s 40th.  The commission is functioning with its lowest number of staff in 20 years. 

(UPDATE since Commission meeting—ICRC staff are rapidly moving to organizing an early July ½ day celebration and reserving a booth at the August state fair (sharing limelight and responsibility  with other stakeholder groups) 

V. Legislative Update— . Legislative report by Ralph—HF85 is a Commission endorsed bill removing the mandate for certified mail; Ombudsman have submitted their annual bill shifting jurisdiction over jail and prison complaints to the ICRC;  sexual orientation bills have been filed

VI. KEY UPCOMING DATES:  Feb 7 meeting with Polk County legislators and  local commissions; Feb. 24 legislative breakfast in the Capitol –sponsored by League of Human Rights Agencies 

VII. Ames Human Rights Commission guests talked about student discrimination by landlords  and about Ames developing a bias incident report. –student discrimination could be a pretext for  a form of race or  national discrimination.  The Ames commission has received 8 sexual orientation complaints in the 11 years since SO was added to the city ordinance. 

VIII. Next Meeting Date and Location—Des Moines (at state capitol complex—Ralph has a room reserved in the Grimes building already for  March 10; however, the room is not an ICN, nor does it have phone access. As a back-up, we could use one of ICRC meeting rooms, which has a phone hookup.

IX.  Representatives  of  Iowa Asian Alliance and Iowa Asian/Pacific Islanders Commissioners  will be invited to share information and activities. 

X. Adjournment—motion by Dinh approved 

