[image: image1.png]\ I/,,
z M“ﬂ-

Fields of opportunities




CHESTER CULVER, GOVERNOR
IOWA CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION

PATTY JUDGE, LT. GOVERNOR
RALPH ROSENBERG

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

IOWA CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION –March 14, 2007  Corrected  Minutes
I. Call to order by Chair Claypool.  
II. In attendance:  Rick Morain; Dinh Vanlo; Connie Gronstal; Nancy Witt; David Leshtz; Alicia Claypool; Ralph Rosenberg; Jennifer Fath and Christian Triantaphyllis (VISTA)
III. Iowa Civil Rights Commission ---Approval of May Minutes—  Leshtz moved, VanLo seconded, approved by voice vote.   

IV. Commissioners’ Reports and Subcommittee Reports   

· David Leshtz—David provided a retrospective -looking  back over 8 years---- we used to only meet in DM; now it has changed to become more statewide; we also began to invite other Dept. heads and stakeholder groups; the educational charge we take very seriously; when David started, SO was not even a priority (‘not empowered to discuss it’) –in 2002, this commission started the GLBT task force as the first effort on safe schools;  changed the image of the Commission to one that can be more active; Other issues—dress codes, college mascots, among others.
· Dinh Vanlo—talked about disappointment over the lack of passage of repealing  English only and Dream Act, but excited over diversity among Presidential candidates; Thai village should break ground in Sept.  
· Connie Gronstal—had James Howe speak in Council Bluffs (GLBT speaker); met with Cong. King and talked about Swift raid—King said wages went up because of the raid (editorial note: there are beliefs to the contrary)
· Nancy Witt—organized the meeting of disability advocates with IGOV liaison Emily Hajek; 
· Rick Morain—no report
·  Alicia Claypool—talked about David’s work over 8 years ago.; stated her lobbying work was a learning and very time consuming experience; noted the benefit of working in an informal coalition, including the local commissions, GLBT Task Force /Brad Clark, Interfaith Alliance, Planned Parenthood, AFSCME, Equality Iowa, League of Women Voters and ACLU; invited to IGOV policy forum on education and IDE’s Teacher Shortage Task Force where she talked about recruitment of minorities into the teaching field. Attended Marshalltown summit on immigration (I have more work to do on this)
V. Executive Director’s Report— 

· Budget and legislative prospects—Ralph went over safe schools, budget prospects, and sexual orientation bill 
· Legislative breakfast review (held this morning) was very successful with about ## local commissioners and staff attending.  ## legislators attended the breakfast or were contacted during the morning.
VI. New Business— need to monitor implementation of safe schools. Probably will hold another state fair booth; request by a person to be volunteer lobbyist , 
· Next Meeting Dates and Locations –May 17th  at 3:30 pm in Des Moines.           
·  Marshalltown hearing  May 22, ; 5:30 pm.
VII. Adjournment  
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