ICRC March, 2005 Commission Draft Minutes 

I. Called to order—at 3:10--- In attendance:  Commissioners David Leschtz; Alicia Claypool;  Rick Morain;  and   staff:   Ralph Rosenberg -- 

II. Iowa Civil Rights Commission --- January  minutes –no action taken   

III. Commissioners’ Reports and Subcommittee Reports

Commissioner Alicia Claypool – attended a board meeting/retreat of the  Des Moines Human Rights Commission meeting (along with Ralph);  —attended  I’ll Make Me A World;  Feb. meeting of central Iowa local commissions and ICRC with Polk County legislators; participated in lobbying day; suggested future meeting at Cedar Rapids  African American museum

Commissioner Connie Gronstal – Council Bluffs—absent. 

Commissioner David Leshtz – Iowa City— attended landlord/tenant forum in Iowa City;  attended white privilege 101;  participated in lobbying day;   

Commissioner Rick Morain – Jefferson—absent 

Commissioner Timothy Tutt – absent, but he e-mailed that he attended the DM Human Rights Commission board/retreat
Commissioner Dinh VanLo –  absent

Commissioner Maria Waterman – Pleasant Valley—absent (the Commission expressed its appreciation for her past work; (David and Alicia both sent personal notes to Maria thanking her for her work especially on GLBT task force)

IV. Executive Director’s Report—announced Nancy Witt as new Commissioner, filling Maria’s seat; discussed budget crisis,  work with the Secy of State’s office on the 40th celebration of the Voting Rights Act; update on celebration of ICRC’s 40th.  

· Discusssed approaching Emily Chafa for entertainment at 40th event

· (UPDATE since Commission meeting—July 21 is tentative date

· Suggestion to  approach Cowles Foundation for assistance in funding

V. Legislative Update— . Legislative report by Ralph—  bill removing the mandate for certified mail is working its way through the legislature;  safe schools bills are being hung up.   Sexual orientation bills are not going to be considered 

VI. Next Meeting Date and Location– Des Moines offices —May 19 

Agenda items: Invite representatives of Asian Alliance and new API commission to May meeting;  Continue discussion on ways commissioners can assist in 40th anniversary events;   

VII. Adjournment—  

KEY UPCOMING DATES:  April   Fair Housing Seminar;  May commission meeting; 

July 21 40th half day celebration at the Historical Building, with possible proclamation by IGOV

PS RR post meeting suggestions:  Should the Commission hold hearings in the fall, or even summer of 06 to focus on…housing or employment or both …–jointly with locals to both collect feedback, complaints, and more

