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THOMAS J. VILSACK, GOVERNOR
IOWA CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION
SALLY J. PEDERSON, LT. GOVERNOR
RALPH ROSENBERG

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Iowa Civil Rights Commission Meeting—May 11, 2005

  Minutes 

I. Meeting was called to order around 3:35 pm

II. Roll Call—all in attendance: Leshtz; Claypool; Tutt; Witt;  (Gronstal and Morain by phone)

III. Recognition of Public and Press –guest was Tom Baccam from the new Asian and Pacific Islander Commissioner— 

IV. Iowa Civil Rights Commission ---March Minutes were provisionally approved 

V. New Commissioner Nancy Witt was recognized and warmly welcomed. 

VI. Discussion on issues facing Asian and Pacific Islander communities and how ICRC can increase its connection to these communities (Tom Baccam representing the new Commission) Tom discussed goals include empowering Asian and Pacific Islander communities; Tom also alluded to existence of fears of filing complaints and fears that filing could negatively impact fellow relatives or members of the community, such as retribution against other workers of the same racial group who remain employed.

VII. 
·  
VIII. Commissioners’ Reports and Subcommittee Reports

· Commissioner Alicia Claypool – West Des Moines—participated in Des Moines Human Rights Commission annual meeting; Des Moines chamber event on “Diversity”; Des Moines Area Religious Interfaith Concerns Council on hate crimes (all 3 also had Ralph in attendance)   

· Alicia discussed her work on hate crimes and asked ICRC to support DMARC’s statement  denouncing recent incidents involving neo-Nazi  flyers ---Rick moves, Dinh seconded; passed by voice vote

· Commissioner Connie Gronstal – Council Bluffs—participated in March, GLBT forum in Council Bluffs; she also discussed a free “Don’t Laugh at Me” anti bullying curriculum that is free to any teacher

· Commissioner David Leshtz – Iowa City—had a column published in the Cedar Rapids Gazette on gay and lesbian issues; discussed upcoming event July 24 on disability at Cedar Rapids baseball park—Tim Tutt and Nancy Witt both volunteered to help provide an ICRC presence, staff a booth with ICRC materials; Ralph to ask for staff participation; David discussed his work with Lamba Legal in Dubuque and upcoming 6-14 diversity  event

· Commissioner Rick Morain – Jefferson

· Commissioner Timothy Tutt – Des Moines

· Commissioner Dinh VanLo – Des Moines—travelled to national convention of  Cambodia, Laotian, and Vietnamese–noted   discussions on asian immigrant,  gay and lesbian, and criminal deportation issues.

· Commissioner Nancy Witt – Reinbeck

IX. Election of officers—Rick nominated Alicia for chair; Connie moved, Dinh seconded that nominations be ceased; Alicia was selected by voice vote.  David was nominated by Nancy for vice chair.  Tim moved, Alicia seconded that nominations be ceased; David was selected by voice vote. 

X. Executive Director’s Report—Ralph asked for Commissioner participation in upcoming July 21 event and state fair (assuming ICRC gets a booth). Alicia is writing grants and helping with publicity.
XI. Legislative Update—Ralph explained certified mail and budget status 

XII. Administrative Rules—Ralph explained need to adopt rules in very near future. 

XIII. 
XIV. Room naming—discussion on timing and need to create a process. David and Nancy are the 2 person committee which will screen names. Ralph to contact stakeholder groups to solicit names (some of which has already happened). Commission agreed that we may need to decide prior to the July 21st event. Connie, Nancy, and David volunteered to serve on a screening committee. 
XIII.
Old Business – none
XIV.
New Business—Ralph raised a possible case involving the insurance industry and religious discrimination in practice and in advertising. Consensus was to approach the AG for either a formal or informal request.

XV.
Next Meeting Date and Location—July 21, 2-4 pm after the 40th event; September meeting may be in Cedar Rapids on September 9, tentatively set for 3-5 pm. 
XVI. Adjournment


XVII. 
PS—ICRC completed its annual audit from the State Auditor’s office in very good shape. Two items were “reported”—the need to adopt a password privacy rule and Commissioner’s attendance being noted in minutes (one month failed to note this).  The hard copy (only)  is available from our office. 

PSS—ICRC also just completed its annual audit from HUD. No written report yet. 
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