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Fields of opportunities



Minutes --Iowa Civil Rights Commission Meeting --November 9, 2006
Conference call and   In-person - Grimes Office Building       

In attendance:  Alicia Claypool, Rick Morain; Timothy Tutt;  Dinh VanLo; Nancy Witt; Ralph Rosenberg 
I. Iowa Civil Rights Commission ---Approval of October Minutes—add Ralph in attendance
II. Commissioners’ Reports and Subcommittee Reports—(I need your reports to add in—Alicia has provided separate copies, which I will incorporate—please try to email)
Commissioners Alicia Claypool, Rick Morain; Timothy Tutt;  Dinh VanLo; Nancy Witt 
III. Executive Director’s Report—Alicia asked for in the future- 1) statistical report; 2) mediation; 3) number of cases filed; 4) separate IT report
IV. Room naming—Griffin (Nancy moved, Rick seconded) –passed by voice vote
V. Legislative Proposals and position statements  for FY07
a. Legislative proposal --See safe school bill from last year 
b. Legislative proposal SO –include gender identity
i. Position statement --Rick moved, Nancy seconded to maintain position against Const. amendment to ban same sex marriage (passed by voice vote)
ii. Position statement --Civil unions— state of Iowa would enact a policy to allow same sex couples the same rights, responsibilities, privileges comparable to different sex couples.  (by consensus—may need to be refined) 
iii. Position statement --Same sex marriage—concern about weighing in on Polk County court case until it’s been heard.  We recognize different religions have different traditions on marriage; some oppose same-sex marriage while others support. However, religion cannot be allowed to stall progress on human rights.  We support equal rights for all couples.  (by consensus—may need to be refined)
c. Legislative proposal ---English only--Nancy moved, Rick seconded,   to continue support repeal(attachments sent in previous emails)
d. Legislative proposal --DREAM ACT-- Nancy moved, Tim seconded, to support the Act (passed by voice vote)
e. Position statement--Voter ID (Nancy moved, Rick seconded, to oppose Voter ID, passed by voice vote

f. Position statement --Predatory Lending – (Rick moved, Nancy seconded) to oppose predatory lending—see  position statement 
g. Legislative proposal –Hate Crimes – add position statement on compliance on reporting requirements and actual or perceived language. (enforcing existing statute that requires  IDPS to compile and annually report ( Tim moved, Nancy seconded to approve— passed by voice vote
h. Legislative proposal to authorize subpoena power for ICRC, similar to powers of other Iowa regulatory agencies and most local civil/human rights commissions –Nancy moved, Tim seconded to submit  bill-passed by voice vote

i.  Position statement  --Support increased funds for ICRC
j. Position statement  --Accessibility—needs to be defined at next meeting.  Nancy and David will draft statement on accessibility of government buildings. 
k. Contract compliance—need more information ; idea is tabled 

VI. New business—protocol for endorsement of events—to avoid having to convene a meeting every time; “if similar to a position we already support, then Commission Chair, in consultation with the ICRC Executive Director, may   endorse/lend ICRC support to this) (Nancy moved,  Rick seconded—to allow Alicia, in collaboration with Ralph

a. Rick noted this must be a work in progress, because what we do not have a clear protocol to use if there is a difference in opinion.

b.  Nancy moved, Rick seconded (passed by voice vote

VII. Next Meeting Date and Location—; Wednesday Jan. 10th at 3:30— 
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