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Summary of Sept. 8, 2005 Cedar Rapids Islamic Center public forum
· 40 in attendance

· 20 separate speakers

· 7 spoke on the local commission controversy on endorsement of the GLBT forum on making schools safe

· 8 people spoke on SO issues, including the local commission issue

· 1 person talked about losing 2 jobs based on his SO 

· 3 people spoke on race issues (2 racial profiling) 

· 1 person raised specific complaint—racial profiling—alleged assault by a police dog

· 1 person, a parent of a child with a disability, testified that the only vocational training programs that are currently available to her son are a) offered in segregated settlings and b) do not challenge her son intellectually or interest her son.  She would like to see a greater array of vocational programs offered in the community with physical assistance and in non-segregated settings.   

· 1 person, a member of the Mosque, testified giving examples of seeing both sides of civil rights—as a business person, he has seen complaints filed against businesses he works with and as a Muslim, he has seen discrimination against members of his religion

· 1 person spoke on civil liberties/US Patriot Act; 

· 1 person spoke on sex offender not being able to live in own house with own wife

· 1 person spoke on national origin : 1 recommendation on more ads or materials made available  in Spanish, along with bilingual training.

· Recommendations 

· 1 recommendation to make civil rights violations also criminal violations

· 1 recommendation to add SO to state civil rights act

· 2 high school students and 1 teacher praised Linn Mar schools program—“Spectrum”

· Recommendations to do more training of local commissioners

· Questions were raised on the role of the state commission v.v. local commissions 
· A greater array of vocational programs offered to people with disabilities, in the community, with physical assistance and in non-segregated settings.   

· Recommendation on more ads or materials made available in Spanish, along with bilingual training.
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