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Creating a Successful Poetry Out Loud Competition in Your School 2010
Information on “Judging the Contest” can be found in the Teachers Guide and at:

http://www.poetryoutloud.org/teachers/POL_Judges_Guide.pdf
http://www.poetryoutloud.org/guide/guide_Judging.html
Information on “Organizing the Contest Events” can be found in the Teachers Guide and at: http://www.poetryoutloud.org/guide/guide_organizing.html
“Tips for Contest Promotion” can be found in the Teachers Guide and at http://www.poetryoutloud.org/guide/guide_tips.html
More tips on creating a successful school competition:

· IAC has created partners through out the state to be a local contact for POL. They will be providing workshops and/or professional development for teachers and/or students regarding aspects of poetry recitation. They also can answer any questions that you might have regarding the program. They will have poets available for school judges and as guest speakers.

· Our POL Poetry Partners have also created a list of poets that can come into your classroom for a poetry residency. IAC has funding available to subsidize residency. Check out the Partner Information page.
· Your local Arts Council is also wonderful resource. Consider working with them to co-host poetry performances or poetry writing workshops for students and/or teachers in your area. The Iowa Arts Council has grant programs that could help support this. To find an arts council in your area go to: http://www.iowaartscouncil.org/links/organization_directories/community_arts_councils/index.shtml
· Invite your local bookstores and cafés to participate by offering “open mic” poetry recitation evenings.

· Solicit prizes of poetry books and gift certificates from bookstores and cafés.

· Make sure to invite your community newspaper to attend the event. 

· Invite a local politician, school administrator and school board member to be part of the competition.  Give them a chance to see first hand the wonderful work you are doing in the schools and to be a part of it!

For more information and ideas as well as sample press releases, go to:http://www.poetryoutloud.org/guide/guide_tips.html
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