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Rules to Remember 2010

Poem Selection:

There are two criteria for eligible poem selection for students competing in the state and national finals. The following guidelines are stated in the teacher’s guide: 

1) One of the three poems must be pre-20th century. 

2) One of the three poems must be fewer than 25 lines in length. 

One poem may satisfy both criteria. 

Please note that at the classroom level, students may only recite 1-2 poems, so these rules may not apply, or are applied at the discretion of the teacher. At the state and national finals, students are required to enter competition with these guidelines satisfied. Students may be eliminated before they recite a third poem, which may be a poem that meets the guidelines. Organizers will not dictate the order of poems at the State competition.

Eligibility/Legal Participation Requirements 
Poetry Out Loud is for high-school students (grades 9-12) at both public and private schools. Homeschooled students are eligible to compete if the state coordinator finds an equitable and fair way to include them. 
No student may be excluded from participation in this program on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, disability, or national origin. Schools may determine eligibility for classroom- and school-level Poetry Out Loud programs pursuant to local and state law. Under federal law, participation in state competitions and the National Finals is restricted to U.S. citizens or permanent residents. Foreign exchange students and other visitors are not eligible to compete for titles or official prizes at the state and national level, unless they are U.S. citizens or permanent residents. 

School Participation:

Only one student per school will be allowed to compete at the State Competition.
Students must win that year’s school/classroom competition to participate in the State Competition.
To participate at the State Competition, all paperwork needs to be turned in by the stated deadline.

Student Dress

“Dress for Success” for the State Competition. Participants should not identify themselves in any way with their school. Hats, costumes, or props will not be allowed, as stated in the national rules.

Please review your Teachers’ Guide for a complete list of rules and suggestions!

  � EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





Iowa Arts Council �Poetry Out Loud





Iowa Arts Council �Poetry Out Loud





A Division of the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs








_1094646865.doc
[image: image1.png]






