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Hot Water Temperatures in Nursing Facilities 
 
DES MOINES, IOWA (September 19, 2013) – The Department recently received questions 
about hot water temperatures in nursing facilities.  Previously, Iowa Administrative Code 481—
chapter 61 generally required hot water temperatures of between 110 (resident areas) and 120 
(dietary).  However, on July 3, 2013, a new chapter 61 became effective, which incorporates by 
reference the Facility Guidelines Institute’s (FGI) Guidelines for Design and Construction of 
Health Care Facilities, 2010 edition. [rule 61.2(3)].  The FGI Guidelines require temperatures of 
95 to 110 degrees Fahrenheit (35-43 degrees Centigrade) in resident care areas and a minimum 
of 140 degrees Fahrenheit (60 degrees Centigrade) in dietary and laundry.  (See Table 4.1-2) 
 

While the Department strongly 
encourages all facilities to comply with 
the FGI Guidelines, it recognizes the 
provision in rule 61.2(6) that generally 
deems existing facilities in compliance 
with the current chapter, in the absence of 
renovations, additions, etc.  Surveyors 
will continue to test water temperatures 
during annual surveys, but facilities that 
fall under rule 61.2(6) will not be cited 
for failure to comply with the FGI 
Guidelines. 
 
NOTE: Federally-certified facilities may 
also want to refer to the State Operations 
Manual, tag F323 protocols related to 
water temperatures, available at 
http://cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/s
om107ap_pp_guidelines_ltcf.pdf 
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