UTILITY REPLACEMENT TAX TASK FORCE MEETING

October 28, 1998

MINUTES

The Utility Replacement Tax Task Force met on Tuesday, October 28, 1998 at 

1:00 p.m. in the IPERS conference room.

Members of the Task Force that were present: Bob Rafferty, Gerry Bair, M.J. Dolan, Steve Evans, Jim Henter, Bruce Meisinger, Dorothy Postel, Michael Rubino, Julie Smith, Grant Veeder.

Others in attendance were:  Joel Lunde, Ron Amosson, Chris Plocher, Harry Griger, Jim Miller, Gene Eich, Mike Ralston, Tom Bredeweg, Gordon Greta, Mark Douglas, and Joan Conrad.

Agenda items included:
I.
Welcome & Introductions – Bob Rafferty

II.
MidAmerican update on meetings with Local Government Officials - Steve Evans

III. Local Budget Overview - Ron Amosson

IV. Special Exemptions in SF 2416 - Harry Griger

V. SF 2416 Impact on RECs and Municipal Coops

           Julie Smith and Dawn Vance

VI. Update from Department of Revenue and Finance and Department of Management - Implementation of SF 2416 - Gene Eich/Ron Amosson

VII. Next Meeting/agenda items/preliminary report

VIII. Other Business

I.  Bob Rafferty welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made around the room.  Last session was very informative and the materials that were put together were very helpful.  Three items he pointed out were:

1. Preliminary report is due by November 15th – will not be much to report other than technical changes, status of the first two meetings.  Report will be sent to each board member and may contact Joel Lunde with concerns/suggestions before we prepare final report.

2. Final report is due to the Legislature on January 1, 1999.

3. Recommend the next meeting be on December 17th at 1:30 p.m. and it will be a teleconference to endorse or modify the final report.

II. Steve Evans handed out a two-page summary of the town meetings that have been conducted, have held two rounds of meetings and are in round three.  Had questions regarding representation from Western Iowa – still looking for someone from that area.  Gave a general overview of the meetings along with comments received at each meeting.  Other states are interested in what Iowa is doing – he has visited Pennsylvania, Montana, Louisiana, and has been contacted by Kentucky and Oklahoma.

III.
Ron Amosson did a presentation on the Local Budget Process.  Provided a handout of his presentation.  Noted that there are technical changes that need to be made to the bill.

IV. Harry Griger -Special Exemptions to SF 2416 – he will provide his notes to Joel to send out to the other members.

V. Julie Smith and Dawn Vance – SF 2416 Impact on REC's and Municipal Co-op's.  Both provided an overview of the impact this will have, both provided handouts.

VI. Update from Department of Revenue and Finance and Department of Management-Ron Amosson and Gene Eich – need to determine the impact on administration and how best to implement.  May need to have outside firm come in and look at the program to help in most feasible and cost effective way to make this work.

VII. Next Meeting Date/Agenda Items for future meetings/Preliminary Report-next meeting will be a teleconference on December 17th at 1:30 p.m. to approve final annual report due to the Legislature on January 1, 1999.  Report will include an update of the educational aspect of the committee, recommended technical changes (amendments), and status report of implementation of SF 2416.  

Agenda items for future meetings:

1. A walk through procedure for implementation of SF 2416.

2. Identify problems that may arise in implementation.

3. How is electric restructuring impacting this legislation (regulatory function in this bill).

4. Shift of burden on different classes, i.e. residential, commercial, industrial.

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.

